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problem. You would simply get 
used to the odd placement of the 
keys. But, when I tried to go back 
and forth between the DGl-2 and 
my desktop machines, the DGl-2 
drove me banhnas. The cursor 
keys, Insert and Delete keys are in 
positions unlike any other key- 
bpard. And the PgUp, PgDn, 

Home, and End keys r^uire you 
to hold down the Shift key while us¬ 
ing the cursor keys. 

No built-in 514 -inch floppies. 

Most other desktop IBM'PCs and 
PC-compatible machines, with the 
exception of the new line of IBM 
PCs just announcedj use 514 -inch 
floppy disks. The advantage of hav¬ 
ing a laptop that uses the same size 
disks as your desktop machine is 
that you can easily move data be¬ 
tween the two machines. Other¬ 
wise, you also need a machine 
somewhere else in your office that Hillel Segal is an independent 
has both size disk drives installed computer consultant who is author 
so that copies can be made. The of the monthly Executive Comput- 
DGl-2 uses 3%-inch floppies only, ing Newsletter, published by the 
just like the new IBM machines. Association of Computer Users. He 
Thus, it’s compatible with the next can be reached at ACU, P.O. Box 
generation of PCs, but still cum- 9003, Boulder 80301. . 


bersome for use today. 

The final kicker is price. The 
DGl-2 with EL screen, one diskette 
drive, 640 K of memory and a 10 
Megabyte hard drive retails for 
$4^635, significantly higher than 
most competitive machines that 
don’t have the other drawbacks. 

But there is a pleasant develop¬ 
ment on the horizon that could alle¬ 
viate some of my key complaints. 
Data GeneraL is due to release a 
Taster version of the machine. If 
they can also bring the price in line 
with some of their more aggres¬ 
sive Japanese competitors, it 
might be worth considering. 

In the meantime, for me and for 
most of my clients, the DGl-2’s 
beautiful design and easy-to-read 
screen do not outweigh its draw¬ 
backs. 











